24 June 1847. — 11 Vict. 




To limit the Time for taking the Poll at Elections of 
Members to serve in Parliament for Counties of Cities, 
Counties of Towns and Boroughs in Ireland, and for 
the University of Dublin. 



[Note. The Words printed in Italics are proposed to be inserted 
in the Committee.] 



W m it is expedient that the Poll at all contested 
Elect, ons of Members to serve in Parliament for Counties 
of Cities, Counties of Towns and Boroughs in Ireland, and for the 
University of Dublin, should be taken in One Day : 



Preamble : 



5 



- nd whereas by an Act of the second and third years of the reign 

ofhis late Majesty King William the Fourth, intituled, “An Act 

to amend the Representation of the People of Ireland,” it is amono-st 
cdher things enacted, that such Poll may continue open until the Fifth 



2 & 3 W. 4 c . 88, 
s. 52. 



'0 And whereas it is expedient to repeal so much of the said recited 
Act as allows the Poll at such Elections for Counties of Cities, Counties 
of Towns or Boroughs, or for the University of Dublin, so to continue 
open until the Fifth Day ; 



®E it tscrtfore by The QUEEN’s most Excellent 

'5 Majesty, by and with the Advice and Consent of the Lords Spiritual 
and Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled 
and by the Authority of the same, THAT from and after the passing So muoh'irod,*, 

aHowIttVob 7 Ch * 7 Said r f Ued ACt ° r “ y ° ther AC * 38 wSSSSfc 

tne poll at such elections for counties of cities, counties of Cities, Towns or 

561 . Boroughs in Ireland, 

A towns or I^uklin Univer- 
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sity, to continue 
open until the Fifth 
Day, repealed. 



Period of Polling. 



Returning 
Officer to pro- 
vide so many 
Booths that 
not more 
than One 
hundred 
Voters shall 

S oil in any 
'Ooth. 



towns or boroughs in Ireland, or for the University of Dublin, to 
continue open until the Fifth Day of the Poll, be and the same is 
hereby repealed. 

And be it Enacted, That at every contested election of a Member 
or Members to serve in Parliament for any county of a city, county 5 
of a town or borough in Ireland, or for the University of Dublin, the 
polling shall commence at Eight of the clock in the forenoon of the 
day next but one after the day fixed for the election, and the polling 
shall continue during such One Day only, and no poll shall be kept 
open later than Five of the clock in the afternoon : Provided always, 10 
That when such day next but one after the day fixed for the election 
shall be Sunday, Good Friday or Christmas-day, then, in the case it 
be Sunday, the poll shall be on the Monday next following ; and in 
the case it be Good Friday, then on the Saturday next following; 
and in the case it be Christmas-day, then on the next following day, if lj 
the same shall not be Sunday, and if it be Sunday, on the next 
following Monday ; Provided also, That if the day next following the 
day fixed for the election be a Sunday, Good Friday or Christmas- 
day, such Sunday, Good Friday or Christmas-day shall not be 
counted, but the day of polling shall be postponed, so that One Day 20 
over and above such Sunday, Good Friday or Christmas-day shall 
intervene between the day fixed for the election and the day of 
polling. 

And be it Enacted, That it shall and may be lawful for the Return- 
ing Officer cr Officers of every such county of a city, county of a town 5j 
or borough, or of the said University, and he and they are hereby 
required to provide so many booths or polling-places for such county 
of a city, county of a town or borough, or University, in convenient 
parts of the same as may be necessary, and to make such a division 
or divisions of the Voters that it shall not be necessary for more than 30 
One hundred. Voters, as the same shall appear on the registry of per- 
sons entitled to vote, to poll in any one booth or place of polling, 
and making such division of Voters according to the first letter of 
their names, when the number of registered Voters whose surnames 
shall begin with the same letter of the alphabet shall not exceed 35 
One hundred ; and when the number shall exceed One hundred , then 
as nearly as may be in alphabetical order, according to the first, 
second and other letters of their names ; and so also that the several 
booths or polling-places for Voters whose surnames begin with the 
same letter shall be as near as conveniently may be to one another : 40 
Provided nevertheless, That all Voters who shall have the same 
surname shall be obliged to vote in the same place of polling, even 
although their number shall exceed One hundred] and it shall be lawful 
for such Returning Officer or Officers, and he and they are hereby 
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required to appoint os many Deputies and Poll Clerks as shall be 
necessary to take the poll in such places of polling, not exceeding- 
One Deputy or One Poll Clerk for each place of polling ; and the 
Clerk of the Peace shall appoint, or, on failure thereof, the Returning- 
5 Officer or Officers shall appoint a Deputy Clerk of the Peace, and 
likewise an Assistant to such Deputy, to be present in each booth or 
polling-place, who shall take with him into such polling-place all the 
original affidavits and affirmations which have been made by the 
persohs capable of voting in such place of polling respectively. 



4 . 

10 And be it Enacted, That if the Vote of any person shall be objected IfaVotebe 
to by an Inspector of any candidate, the poll shall not on that account Poll not tobe 
be delayed, hut the Returning Officer's Deputy shall direct the Poll 
Clerk to enter a memorandum on the poll-books, showing to which j eeti ?ntobo 

1 ’ o ,, handed in, 

candidate or candidates such person has given his Vote, and that such within area- 
15 Vote has been objected to, and he shall, without waiting for a written 
memorandum of such objection, immediately proceed to receive the 
Vote of the next person who shall tender his Vote or offer to poll ; 
and the Inspector who shall have made such objection shall, within a 
reasonable time after making the same, hand in a memorandum of 
20 such objection, in the form now by law required, to the Returning 
Officer’s Deputy ; and if such memorandum of objection shall not be 
handed in to such Returning Officer’s Deputy within a reasonable 
time after the Vote so objected to shall have been tendered, such 
Deputy shall not afterwards receive Such memorandum of objection, 

25 but shall disallow the same, and shall direct the Poll Clerk to enter a 
memorandum on the poll-books opposite the name of such Voter in 
the words following; (videlicet) “ Objection not handed in,” 

And be it Enacted, That before the hour of Twelve of the clock on Public notice 
the day next before the day fixed for taking the poll at any such to be given. 
30 election, the Returning Officer or Officers shall give public notice, 
by placards or otherwise, of the number and situation of the booths 
or polling-places, and of the division of Voters to poll therein 
respectively ; and shall also, at the request of any candidate or his 
agent, furnish to such candidate or agent a written or printed list or 
35 statement of the same. 



And be it Enacted, That in case it shall appear to the Returning Continuance 
Officer, on his own view, or on the evidence of Two or more credible the following 1 
witnesses taken upon oath, and which oath the Returning Officer is of ^^* 36 
hereby empowered to administer, that the taking of the poll at any 
40 booth or polling-place shall have been obstructed by any riot or open 
violence, so that any persons intending to offer themselves to poll at 
such booth or polling-place shall be unable to do so within the time 
hereby limited for taking the poll, or that any persons intending to 
5 ^ 1 . a 2 offer 
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On the close 
of the Poll, 



( 4 ) 

offer themselves to poll in such booth or polling-place have been bv 
force or violence prevented from so doing within the time hereby 
limited for taking the poll, then and in either of such cases it 
shall be lawful for the Returning Officer, and he is hereby required to 
keep such booth or polling-place open for another day within the < 
hours hereinbefore mentioned, and so on from day to day, if such force 
or violence be repeated and be found to have taken place, upon such 
evidence as aforesaid, to the satisfaction of the Returning Officer ■ 
rovtded always, That if on any such second or other subsequent day 
of polling One half-hour previously to the hour of Five of the clock in is 
the afternoon shall have elapsed without any Voter authorized to vote 
m such booth or polling-place tendering his Vote, then the poll in such 
booth or polling-place shall be finally closed : Provided also, That 
nothing herein shall be taken to authorize a continuance of the ollin* 
on a Sunday, Good Friday or Cliristmas-day ; but in every case in 1, 
which the day, on which the continuance of the poll as aforesaid 
would otherwise be had, shall happen to be a Sunday, Good Friday 
or Chnstoias-day that day or days shall be passed over, and the fob 
lowing shall be the day when the poll shall be continued. 

Ori n iWn l EtlaCt \ d ’ o'" 1 at the C ' 0Se ° f the P° U ^ booth =0 
jections to P n » P ace the first polling dav and on an« Cl ,u e *. j 

voters to be on which the noil <^*11 k • , on any subsequent day 

disposed Of by p shall be continued as aforesaid in any booth or 

the Returning polling-place, the Poll flprlr ckoll j i- , ^ U or 

Officer. 8 f ° F * Ule 1011 krleik shall deliver the poll-book of such 

of the clock in the "aft P '° Ceed . m 80 doin g fram 'ho hour of Seven 

finally declare thesta t eofthepoli-p! U dT S l . 0ffiCer ° r ° fficers sha “ 35 

the day on which such disposal of ot ^ ” eVery ° aSe in Which 

tinned shall happen to be a Sunday/ "p^^t ^ T 
that day or days shall be passed over and the Ml ■ Chnstmas - da Jb 
, day ° n BhiCh S “ h di8 P- a ' °t objections shall " 2 ^ * ^ 
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before 



40 



In case of 
personation, 

Vote may be at 
taken or ' 

Poll. 
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before the opening of the Returning Officer’s booth, on the day fol- 
lowing the close of the poll in any booth or polling-place in which 
such person shall have polled, unless the state of the poll shall pre- 
viously have been finally declared, it shall be lawful for the Return- 
5 ing Officer or Officers, and he and they are hereby required and 
empowered to take the Vote of such person off the poll : Provided 
always, That the act complained of as having been committed by 
such person be set forth and described, and positively declared to 
have been committed by such person, in such affidavit as aforesaid 
10 to be sworn before a Justice of the Peace, and that such affidavit be 
delivered to the Returning Officer or Officers ; and further, that the 
act complained of shall appear to the Returning Officer or Officers, 
upon a due examination of One or more credible witness or witnesses 
concerning the same, upon his or their oaths, to be proved to have 
! j been committed by such person, which oath or oaths the Returning 
Officer or Officers is or are hereby authorized and empowered to 
administer. 



And be it Enacted, That all the laws now in force as to the taking to 



of the poll at any such election shall continue in force, save so far as 
they or any of them are repealed or altered by this Act. 

And be it Enacted, That this Act may be amended or repealed by 
any Act to be passed in this Session of Parliament. 



Elections to 
continue in 
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